Cabinet artwork drawings from the Steve Kordek Archives

This is the complete contents of a folder in Steve’s archives. It appears that in the
early 1960’s, Williams contracted with a design firm in Chicago to create cabinet
artwork on spec. They then chose some of the designs and assigned them to specific
games, sometimes altering the colors from the original spec.

The drawings consist of some sort of blueprint-like mechanical reproduction of a
blank template, which has then had a very fine-lined pencil design sketched on it,
then has had colored pencil applied in the designs. The paper has yellowed with age,
but the colors are as bright as the day they were applied. The unused designs are
fairly pristine, while the ones that were used for games have all been tri-folded, have
remnants of tape on the edges, have all sorts of lines sketched on them presumably
to help in transferring the design to the stencil makers, and have annotations in
Steve’s handwriting. Some of them even have other little notes or mathematical
calculations on the front and the back. It would appear, therefore, that they were
sent off to be used and handled in all sorts of ways to produce the stencils, but then
eventually returned to Steve for his files. The sketch numbers have W (for
Williams?), then a one or two digit number that goes in sequence, then a final digit
that is the same as the final digit of the current year. There are batches of them from
three dates in 1962 and 1963.

Also included are some color charts that were created later on, so that colors could
be called out by number, rather than by descriptions like “bright red” or “use blue
color from San Francisco.” And finally a blank cabinet artwork template that seems
to be something created by Williams, perhaps when they decided to bring the
cabinet artwork design task back in house? I have not yet discovered any other
folders of cabinet artwork from any other era. It is interesting to note that the color
charts have later dates, and contain higher color numbers, than any corresponding
cabinet sketches shown here. That would imply the existence at one time of further
cabinet designs from this firm.

The company that did the design, L. C. Algoren, is presumably owned by Lionel C.
Algoren, a noted furniture and industrial designer from the Midwest. Whether he
did these sketches himself I cannot say.

Duncan Brown
Northbrook, IL
December 30, 2012
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